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"Sent out in peace"

In Luke's gospel passage, we have Jesus sending out the 70 to villages and towns he is soon
planning to visit himself.  Previous to this (9:1-6), Jesus had sent out the 12 apostles, his closest disciples,
with pretty much the exact same instructions:  "Take nothing for your journey, no staff, no bag, no bread,
no money, and don't take 2 coats.  And whatever house you enter, stay there and from there depart."  The
sending of the 12 seems almost like that was a test-run for this sending of disciples.

There is a bit of symbolism here in the numbers that Jesus sends out.  The first group of 12
represents the 12 tribes of Israel, or the people of the Jewish faith of which Jesus was a part.  In fact that
first group may have been sent specifically to people of Jewish descent because they were Jesus' people. 
But the second group of 70, scholars tell us that the number 70 may be a reference to the number of the
generations of Noah, found in the 10th chapter of Genesis, which is a description of the nations, those
who would repopulate the world after the flood.  So here, the 70 represent the mission to all people, the
Gentile world.  This is clearly Luke's understanding of Jesus' call to spread the gospel, not only to their
own people, the children of Israel, but to the entire world, Jews and Gentiles alike.

Can you imagine what that would have been like?  Imagine, you are a faithful follower of some
candidate.  Let's say, the Peace Party candidate, Joe Schmoe.  He wants to prepare the populace for his
run for office and so is sending you out with a group of other volunteers to spread the word of his coming
to their towns and to prepare them for the campaign rallies he plans to hold in those places.  But imagine
he tells you to take no money, no credit cards, no food, no toothbrush or shaving supplies, no makeup, no
GPS, no phone, no computer or tablet, no weapons for self-defense, and not even a change of clothes. 
And you and your partner will be given a bus ticket and dropped off at your destination.  You have no car
or way to get around once you are there.  And by the way, don't stop to visit with anyone, we want you to
get there as soon as possible!  Can you imagine?  

What this is about, is vulnerability.  Jesus says to his followers, "See, I am sending you out as
lambs in the midst of wolves."  This is about becoming completely dependent upon God and upon the
hospitality of others.  You are to enter any house you are invited to, in peace.  When you enter, you must
even say, "Peace be to this house!" and if they are people of peace, their peace will enter you and your
peace will enter them.  This is the way representatives of the kingdom of God are to relate with others -
with peace in their hearts and in their actions.  

Those 70 disciples would accept the hospitality given them.  They would stay at one place,
accepting whatever was provided, even if another place offered more:  better accommodations, tastier
food, softer bed, better part of town.  No, they would accept whatever was given and be thankful.  In so
doing, they would establish relationships with the people of that place, they would bring healing where it
was needed, and peace would be their currency, the thing they would exchange with one another.  

When I was in college, I had a class that took us from Oshkosh, Wisconsin, to rural Mississippi, to
a town called Mound Bayou.  Our group of students and a few faculty left our mostly white, middle-class
northern homes to go to a mostly black, low income, small town, to live and learn about their way of life
and culture and to do some work there to help them.  I stayed in a trailer with the Kneeland family.  A
young couple who were college educated, teachers, who had 2 young sons.  I ate their food (wonderful



fried chicken, black-eyed peas, collard greens, and the sweetest ice-tea you ever drank!) and slept in the
room with the boys.  During the day, we would go out and do work in the community and then return to
our homes.  I learned a lot.  I had a great respect for the family, and came to appreciate their struggles to
live in that environment, making ends meet with the little income they received.  The Kneelands and
others in that town provided us with a hospitality, that not only blessed us, but it blessed them as well. 
Yes, their hospitality blessed them as well as us.  Our presence there, provided an opportunity not only for
us, students to learn about a way of life different from our own and to reach out and help them, it also
provided an opportunity for that community to give to us, for them to be the ones who were reaching out. 
They became the ones helping us, the young folks from up north, and we were then the recipients of their
giving.  In that way, the kingdom of God came to that place.  We brought peace but peace was given to
us.

So when Jesus sent his disciples out, to do all the things that he himself had been doing, there was
more than just teaching, healings, and exorcisms happening.  There was an expansion of the kingdom of
God, the kin-dom of peace, an expansion of God's love for all people in all their places.  The disciples
would spread Jesus' understanding of the kingdom of God as that place where there were no barriers, no
boundaries, no differences, where all found unity in the peace of God.

We are not being sent out on a campaign trail to lay the groundwork for any candidate, but we are 
sent out by Christ, to bring peace into hearts and homes.  We are being sent out to meet and engage
people, where they are, to eat with them, share their experiences, respond to their needs, hear their stories,
know their challenges, and with them, share our joys.  This can happen as we make ourselves vulnerable
to one another and to God.

As we do this, we will know peace.  It is the peace that we know first at this table, where we share
together in the food, the meal given us by our host, the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ.  More than ever it
seems, our world needs this peace that only comes from God.  May we know and share that peace with
all.  Amen.


